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LucasCompleteEngineTreatment

There are loads of engine oil
additives on the market, making
various wild claims. There are
plenty of fuel additives out there,
too, making equally wild claims.
I'm usually quite sceptical about
such things, so imagine my
surprise when Lucas Oil came up
with a product that does both!
Yes, this stuff can be added to the
fuel where it acts as a system
cleaner and upper cylinder and
piston ring lubricant, or you can
chuck it into your engine oil

where it reduces gum, varnish
and friction, improves cold
weather fluidity and extend oil
service intervals. It can all
restore performance, lower
emissions and oil-burning, and
improve economy.

Oh, come on! We're back to
the magic lamp scenario! Still,
the old daily suffers from a lot of
trundling around town on a diet
of supermarket petrol, so I
expected it could do with a quick
colonic, and I had a long

motorway trip to look forward to.
I chucked half the bottle and half
a tank of fuel in and set off. I'm
not going to say it was an
immediate revelation, and it
didn't turn the old Jap barge into
an instant muscle car, but I'd
expected to have to stop for
more fuel on the way back from
the trip; I didn't. The car also felt
a lot livelier for the same throttle
opening, more keen. On the
return journey, I had to go up a
long 1-in-7 hill – the old van in

front of me was struggling, and
smoking like a laboratory beagle,
while the barge dropped into
third at 1,600rpm and hauled its
two-ton kerb weight up the hill as
if it weren't there. That'll do me.

The lovely, expensive Royal
Purple oil in the engine is only a
couple of thousand miles old and
shouldn't need any help, but in a
month or two I shall sling the
other half of the bottle in there
and see if it can perform the same
trick in the crankcase...
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AVAILABLE FROM:TRIED’N’TESTED

TRIED’N’TESTED
See www.lucasoil.co.uk
for your nearest stockist.

AVAILABLE FROM:

Have you ever come across a
product that quite possibly isn't
new, but when you see it you ask
yourself, “Where has this been all
my life and why has nobody
bothered marketing it to me
before?” That was pretty much
my response at PRI last year
when I clocked the Fast Orange
stand, and their new Grease X
laundry detergent. It's aimed at
mechanics and anyone else who
gets their clothes oily, and it
could possibly be the best
product ever.

They gave me a sample of the
stuff, and I recently tried it on my
workshop scruffs. Talk about a
baptism by fire; if it can make a
dent in the filth on that clobber, it
can probably do anything. I stuck
it all in the machine at 50°, no
pre-wash, and let it do its worst
overnight. In the morning, I was
more than pleasantly surprised.
Years, and in some cases a
decade of oil, grease, grime and
some nameless and unspeakable
stains had taken a real beating.
No, nothing came out washing-

powder-advert-white, but this is a
sachet of detergent, not a magic
lamp. It all came out more
presentable than it's been in
years. They even smelled quite
pleasant, whereas previously
they'd smelled like something
that drowned in hell's cesspit.

And the best bit, at least from a
domestic harmony point of view,
was that the washing machine
itself was crystal clean, without
vicious oily smears hiding in the
creases around the seal. To prove
a point, I put a load of whites on
next, and they all came out white,
not white with oily zebra stripes.
So, as an innovative new product
that I can really see a need for, it
gets 10 out of 10. As a laundry
detergent that actually does what
it claims to and cleaned my oily
clothes, 10 out of 10. However,
availability in the UK? Zero out of
10 for a 6.66 average. It's a
Permatex product, and they are
distributed via Wynn's Oil in the
UK, but as of right now, Grease X
isn't one of them. Look out for it
next time you're in the US!


